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George Town 

7th 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Hillwood   Communion 

Pipers River   Morning Prayer 

George Town   Communion 

14th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head   Communion 

George Town   Together @ 10.30 

21st  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River   Communion 

George Town   Communion 

28th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head   Communion 

George  Town   Communion 

East Launceston 

7th 10:00 am Communion 

14th 10:00 am Communion 

21st  10:00 am Communion 

28th 10:00 am Morning Prayer 

Peace Haven 

14th 10:30 am Morning Prayer 

21st  10:30 am Holy Communion 

28th 10:30 am Morning Prayer 

Riverside & Trevallyn 

  Riverside Trevallyn 

7th 9:00 am  Communion 11:00am  Communion 

14th 9:00 am Morning Prayer 11:00am  Kid’s Church 

21st  9:00 am  Communion 11:00 am  Communion 

28th 9:00 am  Communion 11:00am  Kid’s Church 

Each Wednesday there is a Healing Service at St Oswald’s 

based on Holy Communion at 10:00am 

Anglican Church 
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“Living the heartbeat of God” 
 

Linking ministering communities in East Launceston, George Town, 
Hillwood, Low Head, Pipers River, Riverside and Trevallyn 

Sharing  

Communion 

at the Hoo 

Hoo Hut  

“Hoo Year’s 

Eve” 
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FROM THE ENABLER 

As I write this many people are still  
buried under the rubble in Haiti where, 
it seems, the entire country has been 
devastated by an earthquake. The scale 
of the disaster and the human suffering 
reduce us to astonished silence. I’m 
reminded of the LORD’s words in the 
Old Testament book of Habakkuk.  After 
pronouncing a terrifying judgment on 

the idolatrous and barbarous Babylonians, God says:  

But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence be-
fore him (Hab 2:20).  

The Living God’s awesome greatness and power and holiness and 
his judgments on our evil ought to reduce us all to silent humility,               
repentance and worship. We humans are characteristically noisy,                  
overconfident, self-reliant people who love control and who fool-
ishly believe that we have it. Two things always put us in our place: 
a  revelation of God’s glory and experience of human suffering.  

How have you thought about and responded to what’s happened 
to Haiti and its people? How as Christians should we respond?   
Certainly with  silence, tears, generosity and prayer. How should 
we think about suffering? And what other responses should such 
thinking evoke? Of course, this is not an academic issue or             
question. Loss and grief and suffering come to us all. If we are       
going to ‘hold up’ under it and keep trusting and serving God 
through it, and help others do the same, then we need to think 
biblically about God, humanity, and the nature of the world we live 
in. How many people, perhaps yourself included, have moved 
away from relationship with God because of your own or others’ 
suffering? The apostle Paul wrote to a young church that was        
suffering persecution:  

And we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the          
gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, that no 
one be moved by these afflictions (1 Thessalonians 3:2-3).  

God wants his people to be secure and stable in their knowledge 
of him and the gospel so that they don’t move away from him and 

The creation 

waits in   

eager       

expectation 

for the sons 

of God to be 

revealed. 

For the cre-

ation was 

subjected to 

frustration, 

not by its 

own choice, 

but by the 

will of the 

one who 

subjected it, 

in hope  that 

the creation 

itself will be 

liberated 

from its 

bondage to 

decay and 

brought into 

the glorious 

freedom of 

the children 

of God. 

 

Trevallyn & Riverside’s 
“Hoo Year’s Eve” communion 

Amen! 



George Town’s Birthday Party for Jesus 
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his people because of suffering. That would be more disastrous 
than any disaster that we experience or witness.  

Geologists can give us a geological explanation for the earthquake 
in Haiti but not a theological one.  Who is content with just a           
scientific one about colliding plates? Faced with such appalling   
destruction the ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions haunt us. Now let’s be 
clear about this. God hasn’t told us why that earthquake            
happened and why he allowed so much  devastation, as he did in 
the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami and in the two World Wars; but he 
has told us why wars and disasters and suffering in general          
happen, and how we should respond and live in such a world.  

What follows is certainly not a full blown discussion on the issue 
(that requires a book and I’ll recommend some at the end) but 
some main points that can be established from the Bible.  I               
encourage you to look up the Bible references as you think about 
each point.  

The Bible establishes a general connection between human sin 
and suffering – Genesis 3; Romans 8:20-22; 2 Peter 3;               Rev-
elation 6; 9; 16:1-19:3 

This is a vital part of the biblical worldview: that because of our 
first parents’ rebellion against God (that we all share in by                
heredity and actuality), our race lives outside of Eden (Gen 3:22-
24), in a world that God has cursed (Gen 3:17-19) and subjected to 
futility and bondage to decay (Rom 8:19-21), and that, like God, is 
against us. We are fallen and flawed, our world is now fallen and 
flawed. The devastating dislocation seen in a major earthquake is 
not only demonstration of this, but it is also symbolic of the            
devastating dislocation in all our significant relationships – with 
God, each other, and the natural world. Human rebellion has set 
the natural world, the human world, and God against us (Gen 3:16-
19; Rom 3:9-20). When was the last time you heard Psalm 90 
(instead of Psalm 23!) read at a funeral?  

‘You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!”… 

You sweep them away as with a flood… 

For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are      
dismayed.  

Continued next page... 

 We know 

that the 

whole        

creation has 

been         

groaning        

as in the 

pains of 

childbirth 

right up to 

the present 

time. 

 

Romans  

8: 19 - 22 
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You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light 
of your presence. For all our days pass away under your 
wrath…’ (vv.3,5,7-9; see also Rom 1:18ff.; Eph 2:1-3).  

THIS is the reality of human existence, and it explains so much, 
doesn’t it? The primary cause of suffering is our evil rebellion.  The 
Bible’s storyline begins in Eden and ends in the New Heaven and 
Earth. In between, in the here and now, are evil and suffering, and 
they are directly related. There will be no evil in the New Heaven 
and Earth and therefore no suffering.  In the meantime, in our fall-
en world, there is indiscriminate suffering, experienced              in-
equitably from one person to the next, by believers and            un-
believers alike.  

Remember that at this point we are recognising the Bible’s general         
connection between sin and suffering. Not all suffering is directly 
related to specific sins and we can only ever know when it is when 
God tells us.  

Sometimes specific suffering is directly related to specific sin and 
we know it because God has told us. 

For example, The Flood (Gen 6-8; 2 Pet 3:1-6); Israel’s occupation 
of Canaan as God’s judgment on the idolatrous nations they drove 
out (Deut 7); the destruction of Jerusalem/exile of the Jews (Deut 
28:15-68; the prophets); God’s judgment on specific nations for 
specific sin (Isa 13-24; Hab 2); a Jewish man’s 38-year paralysis 
which Jesus healed (John 5:1-15); the sicknesses and deaths of 
some loveless Corinthian Christians (1 Cor 11:27-34); the cross of 
Jesus being the place and occasion of God’s judgment on his sinful 
people in their divine substitute (Rom 3:21-26;      1 Pet 2:21-25; 
3:18); the Final Judgment (Matt 7:24-27; 11:20-24; 2 Thess 1:5-12; 
2 Pet 3:1-13; Rev 6:12-17; 20:11-15).  

Some suffering is not directly related to specific sin – cf. Job; John 
9:1-3; 11:4,14-16,45.  

Jesus warned of wars, famines and earthquakes in various places 
as ‘but the beginning of the birth pains’ (Matt 24:6-8). Manmade 
and ‘natural’ disasters are the inevitable pains before the end and 
tell us we are heading towards the Second Coming.                        

FROM THE ENABLER cont/… 
Now there 

were some 

present at 

that time 

who told   

Jesus about 

the              

Galileans 

whose blood 

Pilate had 

mixed with 

their          

sacrifices. 

Jesus      

answered, 

"Do you 

think that 

these          

Galileans 

were worse 

sinners than 

all the other 

Galileans 

because 

they suffered 

this way?  
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 Their fee for their whole day involvement at the training day will 
be covered by the charge for the day to the participants. Their fee 
for the Sunday ministry will be a minimum of $200. Parish Council 
decided to invite Riverlinks members to help cover these costs. 
Would you consider doing this? Any amount would be                        
appreciated. Some people may even consider sponsoring a whole 
state school show. Please let me or a Parish Council member 
know.  Many thanks.  

 

You can find out more about Quiz Worx by visiting their great website: 
www.quizworx.com.au 

 

In April 2008 they performed in 14 schools in the north to around 3,000 
children and all the written feedback we received from the schools was 
very positive. Here’s a bit of that feedback: 

“…the show engaged all students with its zany sense of humour and very 
funny antics.  I thought the show was very well balanced, giving equal 
time to catching the student’s attention and also giving the key messages 
of forgiveness.  Thank you for giving us the opportunity to see the show.” 

Joseph Downs, Devonport Primary School. 

“…good use of humour to engage the children and clarity of the message. 
We appreciated the willingness of Matt and Chris to talk with a couple of 
our challenging students after the show, a positive conversation.” 

Bev Shadbolt, South George Town Primary School. 

Thanks in advance for your support of this week of significant outreach, 
ministry and training. It fits very well with the parish’s 20-year plan with 
its initial focus on children and families. I very much appreciate Parish 
Council’s support of the week, too.  

David Rogers-Smith 

He then 
brought 
them out 

and 
asked, 
"Sirs, 

what must 
I do to be 

saved?" 

They         
replied, 
"Believe 

in the 
Lord       

Jesus, 
and you 
will be 
saved 

 
 

Acts 16: 
30,31 

http://www.quizworx.com.au
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I am thrilled to announce that Riverlinks is again organising a ministry trip 
to  Tasmania by the excellent Sydney-based children's ministry team, 
Quiz Worx.  I am coordinating the visit and organising the children’s       
ministry training day they will feature in, Lisa Chugg (St Aidan’s) is again 
organising the schools' itinerary, and St John's and Gateway Baptist are 
helping towards the travel costs.  We are responsible for their ministry in 
the north and others for their ministry in the south following their time 
with us.  

Quiz Worx’ week with us in the north so far looks like this: 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th April  Performances in state and private primary 
schools, from Devonport to George Town to             Long-
ford to Launceston 

Wed night 14th  Promotional evening showcasing Quiz Worx’             min-
istry, held at St John’s Launceston 

Saturday 17th  Quiz Worx to heavily feature in a children’s ministry 
training day held at The Branch Christian Church, Kings 
Meadows 

Sunday 18th  Ministry to children and families at a Riverlinks church 

Three things you can do: 

PRAY: for more schools to agree to have them perform, for the school 
performances, for the children and staff who hear the gospel    
message, for the training day to be a great encouragement to 
those in ministry to children, for more Tasmanians to offer               
ongoing support for this ministry. 

GET INVOLVED IN THE WEEK: Pray throughout the week, go to the           
promotional night to find out about this excellent ministry, and if 
you are involved in ministry to children, go to the training day on 
the Saturday.  

GIVE: The two team members’ travel costs (petrol, boat and plane) from 
and back to Sydney and within Tasmania will be around $1,000. 
We already have $600 pledged from two other churches to go 
towards this. Quiz Worx’ school performance fees are staggered 
so as to ensure affordability. We are asking the private and          
Christian schools to cover the fee but offering the show free of 
charge to state schools. So far we have bookings with three          
Christian schools and seven state schools. We need to pay Quiz 
Worx a minimum of $150 for each state school performance.  
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Moreover,  human suffering and disasters warn us of a greater       
disaster to come – Final Judgment and eternal loss.  

A massacre and a collapsing tower: blood, murder, crushed bodies, 
death, bereavement and grief.  

Notice first what Jesus doesn’t say: 

• He doesn’t say the victims were innocent. The only innocent 
person to have ever lived is Jesus himself. The rest of us are 
guilty of rebellion against God.  

• He doesn’t say why they died in the way they did. 

Now notice what Jesus does say:  

• Those victims were not worse sinners and not more deserving 
of  judgment than others.  

• There is a general link between sin and death (as seen in the 
first main point above).  They died. Unless we repent (of sin), 
we too will die and face judgment. However death comes (be it 
‘natural causes’ or natural disaster), it is ultimately the result of 
sin.  

And so death spread to all men because all sinned (Rom 5:12) 
For the wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23) 

Notice what Jesus doesn’t do: 

• He does not show surprise at such things as if they do not or 
should not happen in a world ruled by God. He knew by raw 
experience the nature of this fallen world. We should be              
saddened by suffering but not surprised.  

Now notice what Jesus does do: 

He uses death and disaster as a warning to all of us. They alert us 
to our own guilt before God and our own destination without               
repentance: eternal judgment.  

Continued next page ... 

I tell you, no! 

But unless 

you repent, 

you too will 

all perish.   

Or those 

eighteen 

who died 

when the 

tower in Silo-

am fell on 

them 

—do you 

think they 

were more 

guilty than all 

the others 

living in       

Jerusalem?  

I tell you, no! 

But unless 

you repent, 

you too will 

all perish." 

 

Luke  

13:11-5 
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In his wonderful little book on the subject, ‘The Problem of Pain,’  
C. S. Lewis writes, ‘But pain insists on being attended to.  God 
whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf 
world’ (p.74). Pain and suffering and death are constant reminders 
of our own condition and  destination. Thank God, there is a way 
out of our dreadful predicament – repentance towards God and 
faith in Jesus Christ.  

But unless you repent, you will all likewise perish (Lk 13:3, 5).  
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever       
believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

So, wars, famines, earthquakes, disasters and diseases afflict us 
because we live in a fallen world, and they keep reminding us that 
we do.  These things are reality checks (we’re not in control, it’s 
not a ‘beautiful world’, things are horribly wrong, we’re not alright 
with God, each other or the world) and grave warnings of a much 
greater calamity and loss – the Judgment of our holy Creator.  A 
judgment so awful that the Lord Jesus likened it to ‘unquenchable 
fire’ (Mk 9:44) and gave himself up as a  sacrifice in order to spare 
his people from it (Rev 7:9-17)!  A judgment so truly awful that 
those who haven’t repented and found refuge in Jesus and his 
cross, will call on the mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide 
them ‘from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who can stand’ (Rev 6:16-17)? Such a thing as the Haiti             
earthquake should reduce us to astonished silence; as should what 
it tells us about our world, us, and our future. Against such a         
background the Christian gospel should likewise reduce us to        
astonished silence and awe: at the holiness, justice and love of 
God that met and conspired together at the cross of Christ.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, allow both the grace of 
God and the judgment of God to keep driving you to 
deep humility, genuine repentance, robust faith in 
Christ,  obedience, thankfulness, prayerfulness, and 
loving mission to a world that is in pain and sin.   

 

Haiti 
And 

God’s 
judge-
ment? 

 
Bishop 
John’s 
blog 

 
http://

imaginary 
diocese.org/

bishop-
john/2010/01/
20/haiti-and-

gods-
judgement/  

FROM THE ENABLER cont/… 
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Handcraft Group 

Jenny Pedley would like to hear from any ladies                   
(or gentlemen!) interested in being part of a craft group. 

A get together to discuss the format and to present your 
ideas will be held on a date to be decided. 

Please ask your friends and contact Jenny as soon as         
possible on 6327 3520 to register your interest. 

         

 
MEGA GARAGE SALE 

Fundraiser for the 
Back-to-School foundation 

Monkey Bay, MALAWI- AFRICA 

 

Saturday 13th February   
34 Jubilee Rd. Youngtown 

 

Contact Helen 0437 918 060 for more info or to 
donate items for sale 

Childsafe Training Day 
Run by Scripture Union 

Safe team members, safe programmes  

Wednesday 17th February  4:30- 8:30pm 
at St Mary Magdalene’s George Town 

RSVP to Jean Carmichael or Jenny Cowley - 6244 8422 
(jenny.cowley@sutas.org.au jean.carmichael@sutas.org.au) 

Bring something to share for dinner together 
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NOTICES 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night ..... 

Tuesday 16th February 

From 6pm at St David’s Riverside 

It’s a flippin’ marvelous night! 

Tuesdays 5.30pm at St Mary Magdalene's Church. Study will be 
based on the Moore College course: "Promise to Fulfilment."          
This course will commence on the 2nd March. 

Wednesdays 7.00pm at the home of Judy and Peter Gross', 108 
Bell Buoy Beach Road. Study this term will be on Acts. 

Wednesdays 7.00pm at the home of Linda Woods, 6 Henry Street, 
Lulworth. K.Y.B. 

Thursdays 10.00am at the home of Victoria and Jamie Collyer,        
9 Grachan Avenue. Study this term will be an audio-visual study on  
Matthew's Gospel. 

Fridays 10.00am at the Baptist Church, Goulburn Street. K.Y.B. 

Sundays 3.00pm at the Baptist Church, Goulburn Street. K.Y.B. 

K.Y.B. ("Know Your Bible") course this term is on the Psalms.  

cook book  

“THANK YOU!” to everyone who bought 

cook books to support the           Sunshine 

Centre in Cambodia.  So far we have raised 

approximately $350! 

Cook books  are still available on       re-
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Some helpful books on God and suffering: 

 

C. S. Lewis The Problem of Pain 
Something of a classic that examines all aspects of the problem of 
pain and seeks to explain the existence of pain in the world. 
D.A. Carson How Long, O Lord?: Reflections on Suffering and Evil   
An important book by a Biblical scholar that helps Christians think 
Biblically about suffering and evil in order to help them face their 
own days of suffering and evil. 
John Dickson If I Were God, I’d End all the Pain: Struggling with 
Evil, Suffering and Faith   
This Australian Christian academic and author looks briefly at          
alternative religious explanations of the existence of evil and       
suffering and shows why the Bible’s answer makes so much sense 
and provides such  comfort. 
J.C. Ryle Sickness   
A short booklet in which the 19th-century Bishop of Liverpool gives 
Biblical wisdom on sickness. 
Philip Yancey Where is God when it hurts?   
This book enters the world of the sufferer to find out what            
difference it makes to be a Christian there. 
Philip Yancey Disappointment with God: Three questions no one 
asks aloud   
Is God unfair? Is God silent? Is God hidden? This book seeks to     
answer these and other questions from the Bible. 
Simon Manchester At a time like this: Some answers for loss and 
grief  
A booklet written by an Australian Anglican pastor for anyone 
mourning the loss of a loved one and searching for answers. 
When God doesn’t make sense, by James C. Dobson (Focus on the 
Family Australia, 2009)   
Printed in response to the horrific Victorian fires in 2009 and other 
natural and personal disasters and trauma, this is a very helpful,           
substantial booklet that uses the Bible and draws on much life and 
ministry experience to wisely deal with the issue captured in the 
title.  
 

Warmly, 

David 

 
Please pray for 

all people in 
Haiti, the        
Western          

Hemisphere's 
poorest         

country, as they 
need much  
support and 

care.  
 

Pray for the 
injured, for 

those in        
distress, for 

those who have 
lost loved ones 
in this terrible 

tragedy.  
 

Pray for the 
rescuers and 

aid workers who 
are working in   

terrible           
conditions.  

 
Donations to 

the Haiti 
Earthquake 
Appeal can 

be made 
through ABM  

on  
1300 302 663, 

email 
 

or at 
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The deadline for the next Newsletter edition is 20th February 

Riverlinks  
February 2010 

8th 
Mon 

Cadorna – 2:00pm 

9th 
Tue 

 

10th 
Wed 

St David’s Guild – 2:00pm 

11th 
Thur 

Parish Council – 7:30pm 

12th 
Fri  

13th 
Sat 

Garage Sale Fundraiser for Back-to-school 
Foundation at 34 Jubilee Rd Youngtown 

14th 
Sun 

 

15th 
Mon 

 

16th 
Tue 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night 
– 6:30pm at St David’s Riverside 

17th 
Wed 

Ash Wednesday 

 
St Oswald’s Fellowship Group 
– 2:00pm at the Trevallyn Café 
 
Childsafe Training Day  – 4:30 to 8:30pm 
at St Mary Magdalene’s George Town  

18th 
Thur Presbyterian Home Legana – 10:45am 

19th 
Fri 

 

February 2010 

1st 
Mon 

Ministry Support Team Meeting 
– 6:45pm 

2nd 
Tue 

(each Tuesday) 

Women of St Aidan’s Prayer Group 
  

Home & Study Groups 
 – 11:00am at St David’s Hall 
    followed by prayer at 12:00pm 

– 5:30pm  at St Mary Magdalene’s GTown 

– 7:30pm  at Booth’s home 

– 7:30pm at Pedley’s home 

– 7:30pm Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s 

3rd 
Wed 

(each Wednesday) 

East Launceston Play Group 
– 10:30am to 12:00 noon in “The Upper 
Room” St Aidan’s 
  

Home & Study Groups 

– 7:00pm  at Gross’ home Bell Buoy Beach 

– 7:00pm  at Woods’ home at Lulworth 

– 7:30pm  at Boughton’s home 

– 7:30pm  at Bullard’s home 

4th 
Thur 

(each Thursday) 

Home Group 
– 10:00am at Collyer’s home 
 

mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

5th 
Fri 

(each Friday) 

KYB Study Group 
– 10:00am at the Baptist Church G/Town 
 
Fundraiser Dinner for Back-to-school 
Foundation – 6:00pm at St Aidan’s 

6th 
Sat 

 

7th 
Sun 

(each Sunday) 

KYB Study Group 
– 3:00pm at the Baptist Church G/Town 

*****  Please check with your local group when they will be returning to meet or study ***** 
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Calendar  

Send any articles, comments, information or photos to 
Parish Office, 399 West Tamar, Riverside - 6327 4742  office@riverlinks.net.au 

February 2010 

20th 
Sat 

 

21st 
Sun 

 

22nd 
Mon 

Prayer & Healing Service – 1:30pm  
at George Town 

23rd 
Tue 

 

24th 
Wed 

*** Launceston Cup public holiday 
 
 

25th 
Thur 

Tamar Park – 1:45pm 

26th 
Fri 

 

27th 
Sat 

 

28th 
Sun 

 

1st 
March 
Mon 

Ministry Support Team Meeting 
– 6:45pm 

   

  

March and other dates 2010 

Friday  
5th March 

World Day of Prayer 
10am at St Francis’ Church Riverside 
& Cornerstone Church George Town 

12th - 17th 
April 

 
17th April 

 
Quiz Worx visit to Tasmania 

 

Children’s Ministry Training Day 
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